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Good evening/morning. 
My name is Gerry Baldock 
 

Seven years ago in our Nazareth Parish there was established a Parish Justice 
Committee. We continue to function and I am one of 12 members. At the end of last 
year we decided we would make a renewed focus on social justice. Over the coming 
months we will share in different ways insights on justice and ways in which we as a 
Parish Community are called to work for justice. 
 

In 1971, the Bishops of the world met in Rome and declared that “Action on behalf 
of Justice fully appears to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the 
Gospel”.   In other words, action for justice is at the very core of proclaiming the 
Gospel. Working for justice is not an option. Rather it is an essential response to all 
who call themselves followers of Jesus. 
 

The Prophet Micah, 700 years before Christ, proclaimed that, all God is asking of us 
is threefold, namely that we, ‘Act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our 
God’. According to Micah, the ancient prophet, acting with justice is the essential 
response of everyone called by God. 
 

Luke, in his Gospel, highlights that at the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus 
proclaimed: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recover the sight to the blind. To set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord”. At the core of the ministry of Jesus, is God 
calling him to eliminate all factors that prevent people from living life in its fullness. 
As disciples of Jesus, each one of us is called to live in his example. 
 

How do we recognize everyday practical examples of justice needing a Christian 
response? May I quote a challenging example as spoken by Mick Dobson, an 
indigenous leader who said: “Social justice is what faces you in the morning. It is 
awakening in a house with adequate water supply, cooking facilities and sanitation. 
It is the ability to nourish your children and send them to school where their 
education not only equips them for employment but reinforces their knowledge and 
understanding of their cultural inheritance. It is the prospect of genuine employment 
and good health: a life of choices and opportunity, free from discrimination”. 
 

Another and simple way of describing justice action is working to ensure, that 
everyone is offered what is essential for them to live life effectively.  
 

During the course of 2018-2019, as a parish, we will at times reflect on our call in the 
example of Jesus to live and promote justice. 
 

You will find on today’s newsletter some additional reflection, which expands on 
what I have covered in the presentation. 
Thank you for your attention. 



 


